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WOMEN PRISONERS – FACTS & FIGURES
· The pattern of women’s offending is very different to men and poses a lower level of risk to the public.

· Women prisoners are much more likely to be solely responsible for the care of children and the maintenance of a home than male prisoners. Because of this, prison impacts disproportionately harshly on many women prisoners, often resulting in the loss of a home and serious disruption to the lives of their children.

· The huge difference in size between the male and female prison populations means the specific needs of women prisoners have been overlooked (there are more than 70,000 men in prison). The small number of women’s prisons creates logistical problems, and women prisoners are likely to be held further from home than men.

· Women prisoners suffer a more severe range of social exclusion problems than men, particularly high levels of abuse and domestic violence and mental health problems. Prison is known to have more serious psychological implications for women.  Self-injury is very common throughout women's prisons. 

STATISTICS 

Statistics from the Bromley Briefings produced by the Prison Reform Trust 

http://www.prisonreformtrust.org.uk/subsection.asp?id=685  

· More than half of women in UK prisons say that they have suffered domestic violence and one in three has experienced sexual abuse. 

· The educational achievement of women prisoners is lower than for male prisoners. [74% left school at 16 or before. Only 39% have any qualifications at all, compared to 82% of the general population. 41% of women prisoners have not worked in the past five years.] 

· 70 percent of women prisoners have 2 or more diagnosed mental health issues.

· 66% of women prisoners are mothers, and each year it is estimated that more than 17,700 children are separated form their mothers by imprisonment

· Of all women who are sent to prison, 37% say that they have attempted suicide at some time during their life.

· Rates of self-harm or injury in women’s prisons rose 48% in recorded incidents between 2003 and 2007.  [In 2006, women accounted of 11, 503 or 49% of total recorded incidents of self-harm, even though they form only around 6% of the prison population]

· 66% of sentenced women in prison say they were either drug dependent or drinking to hazardous levels before custody. [A University of Oxford report on the health of 500 women prisoners found that 58% of women had used drugs daily in the six months before prison and 75% of women prisoners had used illegal drugs during that six month period.]

· In 2007 foreign national women made up 22% of the female prison population.

· One in four women in prison has spent time in local authority care as child.

· Two thirds of women in prison are held on remand, [59% of whom subsequently receive non-custodial sentences.  Women in remand have been one of the fastest growing groups among the prison population].

· The majority of sentenced female prisoner are held for non-violent offences.  [At the end of March 2008, the largest group (28%) were held for drug offences]. 

· [More women were sent to prison in 2006 for theft and handling stolen goods than any other crime]. They account for almost a third (31%) of all women sentenced to immediate custody.

WOMEN’S PRISONS 

There are 14 women’s prisons in England (there are none in Wales).  

There are 4 juvenile units

There are 7 mother and baby units

Information about women’s prisons and links to the prisons themselves can be found here http://www.hmprisonservice.gov.uk/adviceandsupport/prison_life/femaleprisoners/ 
Inspection reports: 

Reports from HM Inspectorate of Prisons http://inspectorates.homeoffice.gov.uk/hmiprisons 
Thematic Inspection Report on Women in prison

HM Inspectorate of Prisons, 2005

http://inspectorates.homeoffice.gov.uk/hmiprisons/thematic-reports1/Women_in_prison.pdf   

REPORTS ON WOMEN & CRIMINAL JUSTICE

Unlocking Value: How we all benefit from investing in alternatives to prison for women offenders

New Economics Foundation, 2008 

http://www.neweconomics.org/gen/uploads/t4522qnbuxflsn3t3iaa5tbg25112008164355.pdf  

Dying on the inside: examining women’s deaths in prison

Inquest, 2008

www.inquest.org.uk  (Go to publications page, to download free summary)

Provision for women offenders in the community. Includes a directory of services

Fawcett Society, 2007

http://www.fawcettsociety.org.uk/documents/Provision%20for%20women%20offenders%20in%20the%20community(1).pdf   
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